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The parole system is an important system in the penalty execution, which plays 
significant roles in adjusting the length of declaratory penalty, avoiding “excessive 
penalty”, inspiring criminals reformation, repairing damaged social relations and 
preserving the supervising order in prison. The existing parole system in China 
presents the problems including inadequate involvement of the engaging parties, the 
lack of fact-finding and argument during the judgment, the separation of parole ruling 
and the probation period for parole, and the vacancy of the judicial supervision power. 
All the problems have restricted the functions of the parole system. The parole system 
emphasizes inspiring criminals reformation, easing social contradictions and repairing 
damaged social relations, the concepts of which coincide with those of the restorative 
justice. Therefore, the restorative justice could offer new thoughts to improve the 
parole system, through introducing the restorative justice into the parole system and 
constructing the new-type trial mode for parole, which under the lead of the court 
jointly involves law enforcement and procuratorial organs, criminals, victims, 
community and relevant families and kin in the way of dialogue and reconciliation so 
as to determine the parole judgment. In accordance with the restorative justice, it will 
encourage multiple parties’ participation in the parole procedure to comply with the 
requirement of the procedural justice. In the meanwhile, this dialogue and 
reconciliation mode would put great attention in the interest of the victim and be 
constructive for easing the tension and the contradiction between the criminal and the 
victim, communities and the kin to mend the damaged social relations. Thereafter it 
would be viable to introduce the concepts of the restorative justice into the parole 
system to reform and improve the parole system and to explore the beneficial 
integration of the traditional criminal justice and the restorative justice.  
 
The thesis is divided into four chapters: 
 
Chapter 1 elaborates the functions and the essences of parole. It further explains the 
essence and the concepts of parole and expounds its functions of mediation and 
















Chapter 2 presents the current problems in the parole procedure and analyzes the 
causes. The problems contain inadequate involvement of the engaging parties, both 
the victim’s marginalization and the sentence server’s objectification, the 
normalization of trial by document, all of which constrains the realization of the 
function of the parole system the formatting of the ruling paper, the separation of 
parole ruling and the probation period for parole, and the vacancy of the judicial 
supervision power. This chapter also elaborates on each cause of the problem. 
 
Chapter 3 discusses the possibility of improving the parole system in the concept 
restorative justice. It outlines the concept and connotations of the restorative justice. 
And then it analyzes the functional match of the restorative justice and the parole 
system and further elaborates the advantages and potential problems of introducing 
the restorative justice.  
 
Chapter 4 explores the path for the improvements of the parole system under the 
guidance of the restorative justice. Starting from parties’ involved, judgment mode, 
and the probation period for parole, it brings up the ways of improving the parole 
system with the concept of restorative justice.  
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